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Analysis on the Relation Between Trade Union Movement and Chartist
Movement in the Early 19th Century of the United Kingdom

Chin-Tsai Lu! Chueh-Shih Lin2

Abstract

This paper discusses the tremendous social change that the United Kingdom
faced in the early 19th century after the industrial revolution. Especially, the
generation of factory system gave rise to rapid establishment of cotton weaving and
woolen factories in the United Kingdom. Thus, after the Combination Act was
abolished in 1824, the phenomenon of trade union establishment appeared among the
working class. The trade union from place to place organized and led labors to care
about their own situation by asking the government to improve the poor working
environment of the factory and to conduct political reform. Although the Government
of the United Kingdom passed the Reform Act in 1832 and the New Factory Act in
1833, which were regarded as the laws of middle class, the economic pain of the
working class was not really improved. Thus, the trade unions in the United Kingdom
organized and led labors to ask for political reform. The Grand National Consolidated
Trades Union was established to support the "Chartist Movement" in 1838 and strive
for the voting right of men, which wrote a new page for the development of the

democratic politics of the United Kingdom in the 19th century.

Keywords: trade union movement, factory reform, anti-New Poor Law, chartist

movement
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