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Where Is My Home? —A Discussion on Children's
Residential Care System in Taiwan with Respect to
Children's Best Interest

Ling-Ru Chang* Wan-Yu Chiu**
Abstract

The number of child abuse cases has increased 4.2 times in the past ten
years. Among all the cases, physical abuse is the most frequent form of
abuse, and its resolution is dominated by sending victim children to
residential care institution for emergency care. From the viewpoint of
abused children's best interest, this article discusses ecologically where the
best environment is for children's healthy growth among all existing
solutions in the residential care system: birth family, foster family,
children's residential home or adoption? Based on children's rights,
children's best interest is defined by the satisfaction to children's needs for
survival, healthy and safe growth, independent development, service and
respect to children's own opinions, in different stage of children's growth.
However, when survey the status of contemporary children's residential
protection and care system, birth family severely lacks the functions to
play parental roles in children's life; foster family is short of supply and so
are its qualities and functions; residential home tends to be over-
centralized, institutionalized and its qualities are to be improved; whereas
adoption home involves customs of Taiwanese society, and legal and birth
family's intervention factors. Children's residential care institutes in
Taiwan have multiplied year by year, and this article concludes: 1) To
assess and value birth family's role and functions, children's main needs in
their age stage should be taken into consideration in their best interest, in
spite of nationalism, policy makers and social workers' mindset; 2) To
design and construct children's residential care system needs to protect and
guarantee children's best interest.
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