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A Preliminary Discussion on the "Funerals and Burials"

Records in Taiping Yulan

Guo-Hong Wu!

Abstract

Taiping Yulan is a significant leishu (encyclopedic compendium) from the
Northern Song Dynasty, extensively citing works from the pre-Qin period to the Tang
and Song Dynasties. It systematically documents ancient China's culture, rituals, and
philosophy. This paper focuses on the records related to "funerals and burials" within
the section on rituals, analyzing multiple dimensions such as the normative nature of
rites, emotional expression, political utility, the fusion of religion and culture, and
economic and social impacts. Through textual analysis, "funerals and burials" emerge
as an essential record category that not only reflects burial rituals but also encapsulates
interpersonal relationships, social structures, and emotional expressions. The diverse
forms of burial recorded in Taiping Yulan highlight the complex emotions and
multicultural context of ancient society in confronting death. Whether it is clan-based
collective burial, feng shui-influenced reburials, or natural practices like water burial
and naked burial, these customs reveal profound reflections of the ancients on life,
nature, and the soul. Funeral and burial culture is not merely a ritualistic act but a

concentrated manifestation of human societal ethics, values, and beliefs.

Keywords: Taiping Yulan, funerary practices, funerals and burials

! Associate Professor, Department of Funeral Service and Thanatology Management, Tajen
University
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